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Moving into a new Rotary year, it is vital that we do so with the challenges we 
face in a rapidly changing world firmly in mind.  Our role as Rotarians has 
never been more important; and the difference we can make never more 
evident.   
 
When Rotary International President John Kenny opened the International Assembly in 
San Diego last January he said: 
 
“Ninety-six years ago, Paul Harris told those at the 1913 Rotary Convention in Buffalo, 
New York:  
 

It is a far greater undertaking to be a good Rotarian today than it was yesterday; it 
will be a far greater undertaking tomorrow than it was today.”  

 
President John went on to say: “You are the Rotarians and the Rotary leaders of tomorrow 
so Paul Harris’ challenge to the Rotarians of 1913 is now your own.” 
 
Every year, the baton of Rotary leadership passes to a new group of Rotary leaders.  And 
it is the role of that new group to continue to inspire, guide and encourage all Rotarians to 
make a difference.  It is also the role of that new group to ensure the District and our clubs 
remain strong through growth and being relevant to the communities in which they serve, as well as the world at 
large.  So, in accepting the baton from Past District Governor Jim and his leadership team, it is my duty and that of my 
leadership team, to ensure our District and clubs keep building in strength for those that follow us.  

DG Colin Muir and Pauline 

 
With his introduction of the 2009-10 theme RI President John acknowledged the important role that individual Rotary 
Clubs will play in the future of Rotary, and that everything begins and ends with our clubs. He said. “Each club must 
have autonomy to serve where and how it can serve best.”  
 
I repeat his words: “At the end of the day everything we accomplish is done through the strength of our clubs.”   
 
We all must do what is necessary to keep Rotary strong ... the future of Rotary is in OUR hands!  
 
Our new theme and logo must serve to inspire us to do all we can do to make Rotary strong.  How we get our District, 
our clubs and our members to ensure our future and implement the necessary changes to make it happen will require 
fully engaging our members.  It will require 
open dialogue; participation in activities and 
projects, and recognising that we must be open 
minded and flexible, particularly to those with 
diverse ideas.  Rotary’s strength has come 
from embracing new thinking and teamwork.    
 
Rotary International has developed a strategic 

ach of these core values are reflected in the 

plan with seven priorities that sets the course 
for a strong future. The plan establishes our 
mission, vision, priorities and goals and has 
identified five core values that represent our 
identity as an organisation.  They are service, 
fellowship, diversity, integrity and leadership. 
 
E
Objects of Rotary and the Four Way Test, 
which we all use in our daily lives. These goals 
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inspire us to foster and support the ideal of service for 
developing and maintaining high ethical standards in human 
relations. 
 
On the program for next year President John has indicated 
that it will be business as usual at headquarters with polio 
eradication the major focus of Rotary International.  Until that job is done there will be no new announcements.    
 
President John has also highlighted an additional five areas of emphasis for this year:  water, sanitation, health, 
hunger and literacy.  
 
You will probably be familiar with most of these areas perhaps with the exception of sanitation, but without proper 
sanitation, the value added by the introduction of safe water will be diminished or lost.  
 
This year I will support this increased focus on sanitation and encourage clubs to work this into your existing 
international programs and activities. 
 
There are three additional areas I would also like our District to focus on:  Youth Services, Public Image and the re-
positioning of Vocational Service as our first avenue of service. 
 
Achieving this simply requires dedicated Rotarians at club and District level; and I know we have this.  It is now up to 
each of us to ensure our future.   
 
I’m looking forward to visiting all clubs and seeing the great work you are doing in an environment of tremendous 
fellowship.   ~Colin Muir, District Governor  

“I am a Rotarian and I belong 
to one big Rotary family” 
Maureen Bond, Zimbabwe 
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RIBI help with Bushfire Recovery 
 
PDG Don Jago had a very pleasant, surprise duty when he attended the Rotary International Convention in 
Birmingham, England, last week. On behalf of District 9800, he was presented with a cheque for £34,127 by Rotary 
International in Great Britain and Ireland (RIBI) on behalf of its 29 Districts. This wonderful donation has been made to 
assist the Victorian Bushfire Recovery and adds to donations of $14,664 already received by the District 9800 
Bushfire Recovery Fund from British Rotary Clubs, making a grand total of $84,476. This support from Rotarians in a 
geographic region with which Victoria has always had a close association is greatly appreciated.    
 
The photograph below shows RIBI President Ian Thomas and his colleagues handing the cheque to Don in the 
“down-under” position (upside-down). The photo includes Don’s wife Margery, RIBI Treasurer Howard Griffith, RIBI 
Secretary PDG Tony Parrini, and RIBI Finance Director Judy Smith.  
 

 

The ‘Down-under’ cheque presentation in Birmingham 
 

$52K Boost for Camp Getaway 
 
Last week Paul Kirkpatrick and Ken Maxfield and had the great pleasure of meeting with ANZ Trustees and Mr Allan 
Fisher of the (former) Victorian Disabled Citizens Association, VDCA, to receive a cheque for $52,000 to assist 
development at Camp Getaway. The second dormitory at the camp is in its final stages of redevelopment and this 
funding boost from ANZ Trustees will enable the final touches to the dormitory to be completed such as entry ramps 
and access paths. Some funding may also be able to be allocated to the forthcoming kitchen replacement project. 
 
ANZ Trustees distributed the grant on behalf of the disbanded VDCA. In allocating the funds the Association 
requested that ANZ Trustees select recipients that promote good fellowship among adults with a physical disability 
and provide facilities for accommodation and recreation where people may meet to assist one another. 
 
ANZ Trustees’ Managing Director, Mr Roberto Scenna said “ANZ Trustees is extremely pleased to provide this grant 
and help Rotary and Camp Getaway achieve its vision of creating a highly accessible and quality recreational facility.”  
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To ensure Camp Getaway meets the needs of people with disabilities beyond the physical design and construction, 
funding of $17,695 was also allocated to Yooralla Recreation Services. Camp Getaway has engaged Yooralla 
Recreation Services to develop a customised recreational plan which fits in with the campsite facilities, location and 
potential client base. 
 

 
 

Saving Joyce 
 
On Sunday the Sunday Herald Sun reported on PNG’s Joyce Raymond and the generosity 
of Victorians and ROMAC in helping her regain her life. 
 
One year ago eleven year old Joyce Raymond suffered life 
threatening burns to 40 per cent of her body when she fell into 
a fire while wearing a grass skirt.  Without western medical 
treatment Joyce spent almost a year lying on her front having 
to have her dressings changed daily.  Joyce, one of six girls 
was kept company by her family throughout this ordeal and it 
was this that kept her alive, along with the kindness of a group 
of Australians visiting the island… 
 
After much red tape Joyce was sponsored to come to 
Australia for proper medical treatment. With ROMAC’s help 
Joyce arrived in Melbourne last Monday with her mum, Lucia. 
Joyce is now a patient at The Monash Medical Centre, 
Clayton.   
 
Joyce has been made comfortable and is being ‘built up’ for 
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her operation, as she was underweight on arrival. In the meantime she has mastered the use of the remote control in 
her hospital room (something she did within minutes of checking in).  It is expected that Joyce will be here for three 
months and volunteers have helped make her stay here more comfortable with warm clothes and new joggers that 
she does not want to take off! 
 
The Sunday Herald Sun highlighted the great work of ROMAC in coordinating the Australian leg of Joyce’s journey, 
particularly in arranging passports and visas. They quoted ROMAC’s John Benger who said “ Our job is to do 
whatever is necessary to help make them comfortable”  John said that Lucia was currently, at her request staying with 
Joyce in the hospital but would soon move to Ronald McDonald House, walking distance from the Monash Medical 
Centre. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

oin Richmond’s OXYGENS for some tree planting 
 

J
 
To help reduce salinity the RC of Richmond’s X and Y generations are visiting the Glenaroura-Broadford on Sunday 

9th July to help plant 8000-10000 small trees. They will be working in the Sugarloaf Catchment, as part of a ten year 
rogram. 

 you are interested, read the attached or just say 'yes' and be a part of it. Morning tea 
nd BBQ lunch is included for those who register, supplied by the Rotary Club of 
anningham. Too easy! 

he plan is to arrive at 8:30am, tree planting starts around 9am. Wear warm clothes, 
ring gloves and a raincoat. Everything else needed for planting is supplied! It's going 
 be a great day. A group of us will depart together from Melbourne. 

eams of 3-4 will plant trees, place tree guards and organise the stakes and tube 
uards. 

or more information click here
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F  or register by calling Krissy on 0421 068 611.  
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Marketing Tip:   
Now the new Rotary year is upon us, how will your club go about 

lanning its events? 

emember to… 

p
 
R
 

 Prepare an event profile 

 Prepare media releases and send them to: 

• TV & Radio Stations 

• Local & Major Newspapers 

• Web – relevant websites you can promote to (including your own Club’s 

website of course!) 

• Supply photos and a great story 

• Invite media to pre-event promo or the event itself. 

 Shout it out – more voices = greater volume! 

ur • Inform everyone in your club, and encourage them to tell others about yo message. 

 Attract partners & sponsorship  

• Direct approaches to business for sponsorship 

• Proposals for sponsorship.  

 Get people involved. 
 Talk about what you plan to do – involve business groups, schools etc. 

 Have marketing / membership material developed for use. 
 Wear Rotary on your sleeve – literally – make Rotary visible through uniforms or 

promo materials. 
 Take photos – they can be used for future promotion – look for something eye 

catching!  
 Tell others about your event.  

sonal) emails, sign off with:  

y Club’s event... if you can help out or 
 let me know or go to our website at... for more 

 
How else co nt bigger, more exciting or more successful? Ask for others’ 

o come from you alone – ask other clubs – adv
s to be involved – more hands and minds will ma

• At the end of your (per

This month I am supporting my Rotar
would like to attend please
information.   

 
Think outside the square… 

uld you make the eve ideas and input. The 
ertise what you are 

ke for lighter work and 
event may be yours, but the ideas don’t have t
doing in advance and see if anyone else want
greater success!  
 
 

You give but little when you give of your possessions.   
rself that you truly give. 

- Khalil Gibran 
It is when you give of you
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Notices & Events 
 
Rotary Club of Melton Valley  
From July 2009 the RC of Melton Valley will meet on 
Thursdays at 6.30pm for 7 pm start at the Melton 

, Melton - 
8. 

Christmas in July 
The Lord Ma
Club of Sout
elebrate a l it in the middle of 

th Melbourne).  

lick here

Valley Golf Club, Melton Valley Drive
enquiries phone  03 9747 0054 or  0407 556 17
 

yor’s Charitable Foundation and The Rotary 
hbank would like you to join them to 
ittle yuletide spirc

Melbourne’s blustery winter.  
 
The lunchtime event on Thursday 9 July (12pm for 
12:30pm) will cater for around 1500 guests from aged 
care and homeless charities across Melbourne. at the 
Melbourne Convention and Exhibition Centre (2 
Clarendon St., Sou
 
C  for more information. 
 
Invita
Service C
District Community Service Forum at Cam
Axedale - 10.30am to 2.30pm on 12 July. 

As part of District 9800’s Club and Programme Support 
the District Community Service Committee would like to invite you to Camp Getaway to join us in sharing in the Club 

09-2010. 

y service started and we wish to extend the invitation to all Club Presi
ommunity Service Committee Chairs, Members and Partners to discover what Community Service 

Selected New Program
 Program

w facilities 
 can

provide . 

 Ross Butterworth,  Email: butterworth

t Crown Casino’s Garden Room on s and 
ogers Lawyers will share valuable insights into Australia’s ne

 
AWA’s? 

s will our business ne
or more information click here

tion to Presidents and Community 
hairs 

p Getaway, 

and District Projects planned for 20

Community Service is where Rotar dents, 
can offer your 
ut with an 

ay (a 
 

C
Club and importantly your Community. mes for the coming year will be rolled o

me Representatives. opportunity to engage with the District Committee and

You will also have a personally escorted tour of the ne
major Community Service Project all D9800 members
Community Service and a fabulous Rotary BBQ all 

at Rotary International’s D9800 Camp Getaw
 be proud of), Networking with your Cluster Clubs in
d, just bring your own drinks (tea and coffee provided)

@smartchat.net.au or phone: 0411 228311 RSVP: 7th July 2009 to
 
Everything Old is New Again – An insight into
legislation 
Over a sumptuous breakfast a

 the new Federal Workplace Relations 

Thursday, 16 July, Julian Riekert from Lander
w workplace relations legislation R

presently being introduced in Federal Parliament.   
• How will unfair dismissal laws now be applied?
• What will happen to previous agreements and 
• How much power will unions have to enter workplaces? 
• What procedures and processe

F
ed to change? 

I am a Rotarian because
 The world is not P

:  
olio free ... yet. But, 

Rotary is still in action to eradicate it. 
 People in Ho

underdeveloped countrie
from unclea

le 
literacy and numeric skill
helping to educate those t
programs.  

 

 Our world is not at peace. But, Rotary is 
educating young leaders on Mediation Skills 

sident 
orning 

 
nduras, Africa, and other 

s die every day 
n water. But, Rotary is helping to 

tion devices to 

lack the most basic 
s. But, Rotary is 

hrough literacy 

provide clean water filtra
those people.  

 Close to 1 billion peop

 Nearly 1.3 billion people live in extreme
poverty. But, Rotary is helping to provide 
those folks with opportunities to enhance 
their lives.   

and Peace and Conflict Resolution.  
When there is a need, Rotary responds. That's why 
I'm a Rotarian.  

Mike Dennis, Past Pre
Rotary Club of Orangeburg-M

. 

 

We all want the s
 
round the world

solely to promoting peace. 
te a more peaceful world. 

ame thing. 

And the 1.2 million members of Rotary a
Rotary’s educational programs and scholarships are dedicated 

 are making it happen. 

Together we can crea
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Changeovers are one of the best occasions in the Rotary calendar.  Not only 
are they great social and fellowship occasions, but they give members and 
guests the opportunity to reflect on our wonderful organisation of Rotary, its 
goal of achieving world understanding and peace, and most importantly, the 
achievements we have made in our local communities and across the world.  
 
Changeovers also give us a time to recognise and thank the outgoing President, his/her team, and all those who 
helped to “Make Dreams Real.”   It also gives us time to recognise and encourage those who have put their hands up 
to ensure the future success of our clubs, the District and our wider international organisation. 
 
I have been amazed at the range and diversity of programs and activities supported by the clubs throughout the year 
just completed.  We have certainly had a great impact and have made dreams real for many.  It has been a great year 
for clubs and members of our district and we look forward to continuing the good work in 2009-10. 
 
This year we hope you will continue to give your full support to our wonderful organisation and in particular, to our 
new World President, John Kenny, and his focus on Water and Sanitation, Health and Hu
hope you will take up the challenge to support our Foundation, the Rotary Foundation, 
as it pushes forward, with the help of the Bill and Melinda Gates Foundation, to rid the 
world of the polio virus. 

nger and Literacy.  Also, we 

 
I want to extend a big ‘thank you’ to all the Presidents and the “Clan of 2009-10.”  To all 
incoming officers and members of District 9800, I wish you good luck for the new Rotary 
year ... we really appreciate your support!  
 
Please remember our theme for 2009-10 as you go about your Rotary endeavours:  
 
The future of Rotary is in your Hands 
 

DG Colin Muir and Pauline ~Colin Muir, District Governor  
 

New Member 
 
What a great way to start a New Year, the RC of Keilor has its first new 
member. 
 
President Kevin Nolan’s first official role was one of the most pleasant in 
Rotary, to induct a New Member, Trevor Taylor classification Electrician.          
 
Trevor is a local and the second Essendon Tech boy in a row.   
 
Trevor is looking forward to getting involved and it is good to have another 
tradesman on the team.  
 

 

Invite a potential member along!!   - 
Why not ask a friend to join you at your Club’s next Rotary meeting? 



We care. We share. We all gain. 

Rotary District 9800 Issue 2, 6 July 2009  Page 2 

Bushfire Recovery: Fence Removal at Kinglake 
 
Last weekend Rotarians and family members from 
Canterbury, Glenferrie, Hawthorn and North Balwyn 
assisted in clearing the many damaged fences just out of 
Kinglake – Though it was a bit hard to make out just who 
was there as everyone was rugged up to keep out the 
wind and rain, as well as wearing safety glasses, gloves 
and head protection. But it was an excellent roll up.  
 
About 10km of damaged fencing was cleared with help 
from the Toyota Land cruiser 4WD Club members. 
 
The pastures are looking quite promising; all they need is 
some decent fencing. It's going to be a long slow road to 
recovery but one we are keen to help with. 
 
 

 

Rotary Leadership Institute  
Udo  

Heiwa 
Paz 

Frieden 
Salam 
Pace 

He ping 
Fred 

Shalom 
Paix 

Shanti 
 

Peace 

 

 
At the start of a new 
Rotary year why not 
improve your Rotary 
knowledge and make 
new Rotary friends.  
How? 
 
 

 
By enrolling now for the Part 1 training day to be held on 
Sunday 26th July at the Montague Continuing Education 
Centre, 100 Montague Street, Sth Melbourne. 
 
Contact:  Vicki Teschke on 0412 525 055 or email her at 
vicki.t@tacobill.com.au  
 
 
Places are limited so act now! 
 

mailto:vicki.t@tacobill.com.au
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Eyes Wide Open in Nepal 
 
Eyes Wide Open is a project of the RC Melbourne South, supported by District 9800. 
Its aim is to provide opportunities for more people to get involved in Rotary by taking 
them to developing regions of the world to volunteer in existing Rotary projects. 
  
Eyes Wide Open is running an 18 day humanitarian trip to beautiful Nepal from 
30 Sept - 19 Oct 2009. See attached!  
  
Highlights include: Volunteer experiences in six Rotary humanitarian projects, Kopan 
Monastery, Nagakot, the monasteries and rich cultural heritage of the Kathmandu Valley, a 4 
day trek of the foothills of the Annapurna mountain range, Phewa Lake and Devi’s Fall 
(Pokhara) and the breathtaking views of Nepal’s Himalayan ranges.  
  
Inclusions:  

• return airfares with Thai airways  
• accommodation 
• meals as listed 
• travel insurance 
• an easy 4 day trek around the foothills of Annapurna 

range 
• transport and transfers 
• guides and interpreters 
• a group tour manager 

  
$3299 if you book before 17 July, $3650 after!!!!  
  
For more information please visit: 
www.eyeswideopen.org.au 
 

Marketing Strategy:  Does Your Club Have One? 
 
Formal planning can yield many benefits for your club; it will lead to 
clearer performance goals and a better co-ordination of your club’s 
efforts! 
 
The Selling Concept is a marketing tool used within the commercial world, by 
organisations that recognise that they need to undertake a large-scale selling and 
promotion effort in order to sell their product.  This tool should also be practised by not-
for-profit organisations and as such, Rotary clubs need to undertake large-scale selling 
to promote what we do.   
 

Pick the best 
team from your 
club to get your 

marketing 
strategy right! 

Like any organisation your club should consider its game plan for long-run survival, a 
strategic marketing plan.  Basic marketing strategies can provide the key to your club’s 
sustained growth and effectiveness.   

Marketing should not just be viewed as a fund raising mechanism but as a tool that can 
drive the success of your club and Rotary.  It should focus on advertising, promotion 
and increasing membership. 
 

Building a marketing function 
A marketing plan can operate at two levels:  

1. Strategic marketing plan - sets out the broad marketing objectives and strategy based on analysis of your 
club’s current situation and opportunities. Start at the beginning, what is your club’s vision then define your 
club’s mission and objectives.  It will specify marketing actions that will assist in achieving your club’s 
objectives.    

http://eyeswideopen.org.au/
http://www.eyeswideopen.org.au/
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Marketing your club starts with a strategic plan, defining 
your club’s mission and objectives.  It will specify marketing 
actions that will assist in achieving your club’s objectives.   
Objectives must be specific, measurable and realistic.   

 
Objectives play a dual role, they: 

• provide clear goals for your club ; and 
• provide a standard by which actual performance is 

measured. 
 

Once your objectives have been settled, determine: 
• What will be done to meet them; 
• When it will be done;  
• Who will do it; and 
• Your budget, if required  (getting the word out in the absence of a huge budget, can be achieved with    

  persistence and application) 

2. Tactical marketing plan - outlines specific marketing tactics, including advertising and promotion.   
 

Get educated about marketing.  Ask questions; take notes, share ideas and the tactics that work.  Consider corralling 
a club member who has experience in marketing from the for-profit world to assist in preparing your marketing plan. 

 
Remember that planning is a continual process and if results do not meet expectations then the plan can be adjusted 
and your marketing strategy revised. 
 

Notices & Events 
 
Rotary Club of Melton Valley  
From July 2009 the RC of Melton Valley will meet on Thursdays at 6.30pm for 7 pm start at the Melton Valley Golf 
Club, Melton Valley Drive, Melton - enquiries phone  03 9747 0054 or  0407 556 178. 
 
Invitation to Presidents and Community Service Chairs 
District Community Service Forum at Camp Getaway, Axedale - 10.30am to 2.30pm on 12 July. 

As part of District 9800’s Club and Programme Support the District Community Service Committee would like to invite 
you to Camp Getaway to join us in sharing in the Club and District Projects planned for 2009-2010. 

Community Service is where Rotary service started and we wish to extend the invitation to all Club Presidents, 
Community Service Committee Chairs, Members and Partners to discover what Community Service can offer your 
Club and importantly your Community. Selected New Programmes for the coming year will be rolled out with an 
opportunity to engage with the District Committee and Programme Representatives. 

You will also have a personally escorted tour of the new facilities at Rotary International’s D9800 Camp Getaway (a 
major Community Service Project all D9800 members can be proud of), Networking with your Cluster Clubs in 
Community Service and a fabulous Rotary BBQ all provided, just bring your own drinks (tea and coffee provided). 

RSVP: 7th July 2009 to Ross Butterworth,  Email: butterworth@smartchat.net.au or phone: 0411 228311 
 
Everything Old is New Again – An insight into the new Federal Workplace Relations 
legislation 
Over a sumptuous breakfast at Crown Casino’s Garden Room on Thursday, 16 July, Julian Riekert 
from Landers and Rogers Lawyers will share valuable insights into Australia’s new workplace 
relations legislation presently being introduced in Federal Parliament.   

• How will unfair dismissal laws now be applied? 
• What will happen to previous agreements and AWA’s? 
• How much power will unions have to enter workplaces? 
• What procedures and processes will our business need to change? 

For more information click here. 

mailto:butterworth@smartchat.net.au
http://www.rotarydistrict9800.org.au/uploads/downloads/Events/2009/JulianRiekertInvite.pdf
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As I visit each club in our District, as part of my DG visits program, I have been 
quoting the words of Paul Harris when he addressed the 1913 Rotary 
Convention. He said “It is far greater undertaking to be a good Rotarian today 
than it was yesterday; it will be a far greater undertaking tomorrow than it was 
today. You are the Rotarians and the Rotary leaders of tomorrow so Paul 
Harris’ challenge, to the Rotarians of 1913, is now your own”. As Rotary 
leaders of the future we must be ever mindful of our organisation and what we 
need to do to keep Rotary strong. Your leadership is key to our future as the 
Future of Rotary is in Your Hands.  

Bushfire Recovery – A slide show ..  3 
Roberta, still peddling for ARHRF ..  4 
PHF recognitions and Club  
recognitions ....................................  5 
Christmas in July at Canterbury .....  5 
Marketing Tip: Are we listening? ....  6 
Notices & Events ............................  7 
How did your club shape up last Rotary 
year? ............................................... 9 

Rotary is a unique organisation. We are all volunteers. We don’t earn wages from our 
efforts and the reward that drives each of us is intrinsic – something we feel deep within.  It 
is not the desire for a dollar or the need to put food on our table that makes us was to be 
part of Rotary.  We don’t have to be Rotarians – we choose to be because of the feelings 
we get from the service we render, the fellowship we experience and the knowledge that 
we have made the world a better place.  
 
In leading within Rotary it is important that we recognise that the motivation which drives 
each of us is one that is driven from good intentions, from a desire to help, from a desire to 
be part of a group that work together to achieve amazing things.  Unlike other 
organisations where a leader commands and others obey in order to obtain reward, 
Rotarians as volunteers don’t need commanding – the leadership they need is practical 
support from alongside rather than commands from above. 
 

A publication for Rotarians and all community-minded people Issue 4, 20 July 2009 

DG Colin Muir and Pauline 

Successful leaders in Rotary are the ones that facilitate the efforts of others. They look for 
and find the resources their fellow members need to thrive and involve others in the management of their Club’s 
future.  They don’t elevate themselves above – they put themselves behind the efforts of others and encourage Club 
members to serve. They foster enthusiasm.  They bring out the best in those around them. This is leading in Rotary. 
 
We’re all leaders in Rotary from time to time – it’s just not the Club Presidents or office bearers who lead in Rotary. At 
times we are all involved in leading – whether it’s as a project coordinator, whether it’s contributing new ideas or even 
leading the direction of the Club by introducing a new member.  
 
We can all play a part in supporting others in Rotary – in taking another’s idea and investigating how it can be done.  
In suggesting someone’s passion could be utilised in a project which would give them intrinsic reward. In being there 
for each other as we serve our community. That’s what Rotary is about.  
 
Leading by example.  
 

~ Colin Muir, District Governor 
 

 

New Members 
 
Nigel Slater was inducted into the Rotary Club of Bendigo South on the 16 July 2009.   
 
Nigel had previously been a member of the Rotary Club of Port Headland, Western Australia. 

The first great virtue of those who seek the spiritual path is courage. - The Valkyries 
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In this week’s ‘Message from the DG’ I would like to 
focus our attention on the Mission of Rotary 
International and our desire to advance world 
understanding and peace.  Briefly that mission is: 

• To support our member clubs in fulfilling the 
objects of Rotary, 

• To globally promote the concept of service as a 
worthy endeavour, 

• To strengthen and expand Rotary to communities around the world,  
• To foster unity among member clubs of the association. 

 
Over the past month or so I have been given many opportunities at our club Changeovers 
and DG visits to propose the Toast to Rotary International or to speak on the RI theme 
and emphases for the year ahead.  I have also used those speaking opportunities to 
advance world understanding and peace by acknowledging a District, selected at random, 
from around the world. I have written to the Governors of those Districts selected and 
indicated that, at my club visits, I would be acknowledging him / her and their members. 
  
So far I have recognised 23 very diverse Districts including, D1360 Iceland, D4110 
Northern Mexico, District 9920 Madagascar, Mauritius and the Seychelles, and even the City of Metropolis, Illinois 
USA, the home of Superman. Many of those Governors’ contacted have been thrilled with the recognition and have 
responded with a return greeting and ‘Thank You for Thinking of Us’ email.   
 
Not only have the recipient Districts responded well we also have several of our own clubs interested in  the idea of 
making a simple toast at their weekly meeting to another club or District across the other side of the world.  
 
Can I suggest there are many ways to celebrate the internationality of Rotary. One way is by programming an 
‘International Goodwill’ segment at your meeting and to talk about the ‘Toasted Club’ in greater detail with information 
on their location, makeup of their members, projects and activities?  A follow up email and bingo a club to club 
relationship has developed. The possibilities are endless; all it takes is a little thought and effort without a dollar being 
spent. How good is that! 
 
So, in an effort to play my part in advancing world understanding and peace I would like, during my year of office, at 
every formal visit to every Rotary Club in our District, to have the opportunity to recognise and acknowledge the true 
internationality of our organisation by offering an International  toast or recognition. I have the International Directory 
open at District 3170 and we are ready to go! 
  
Who will be toasted at your club when next the DG visits? It could be quite a surprise.  
 
Until then remember the Future of Rotary is in Our Hands.   ~ Colin Muir, District Governor  

New Members 

DG Colin Muir and Pauline 

 

Rotary Club of Caulfield  
• Deidre Colbert  
• Brian Miller, PP Rotary Club of Fitzroy  

Rotary Club of Central Melbourne – Sunrise 
• Doug O. Robertson 
• Greg Michener  
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