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Across the Rotary world, August is the month of Membership and 

New Club Development. 

Membership growth and retention is the highest internal priority in 

Rotary, across the world and in our District. New members are the 

lifeblood of our Clubs, bringing their vocational and other skills, 

energy and passion for ñMaking a Differenceò.  

Our Clubs need to reach out into their communities to find those 

people the club needs, to do their ongoing humanitarian projects. 

Better still, launch a new project and find the people who can join you to make it happen. 

As Rotary members, each of us needs to talk about the projects we do, the benefits to the  

recipients and the fun we have doing them. It is our personal stories which will inspire others to 

join us in ñDoing Good in the Worldò. 

Help make your new members feel welcome. Find out about them, their families, interests and 

passions. We are all individuals and our diversity makes our clubs strong and engaging. 

As Anne and I travel to Clubs in our visits, we are impressed by the amazing range and scope 

of humanitarian projects undertaken by clubs. Often these are undertaken quietly, behind the 

scenes. But how will non-Rotarians find out about these projects if we donôt add community  

engagement and public image aspects to every project?   Why not get the scouts/guides, 

schools, sporting clubs and other groups involved? 

Some clubs have a well organised approach to membership. They have a defined leader and a 

plan which everyone understands and participates in. Other clubs have an ad hoc approach. 

Which sort of club do you want to be in? Please talk about these issues during August and  

take action. 

The District Membership team have resources to assist clubs who request assistance. They are 

also working with strong clubs to charter new clubs and satellite clubs. 

 

Peter Frueh 

District Governor 

2017-2018 

 
 
 

District Governor Peter Frueh 



 

  

On Sunday August 6th, RI President Ian Riseley and Juliet attended a special Royce Abbey event at International 
House.   The event was to present the latest Royce Abbey award and the surprised recipient was David Abbey, son 
of Royce and Jean. 
 
Organised by Rotary Club of Essendonôs Roger Leask and PDG Cathy Roth, the event was held in front of a n elite 
group of Rotarians including every Victorian Rotary District Governor, their partners, Jean Abbey, Davidôs wife Cindy, 
their Japanese Exchange student and members of the Royce & Jean. Abbey Committee. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
As far as David was concerned, the event was to promote 
the Royce Abbey Scholarship and the Royce Abbey 
Award to District Governors across Victoria.   
 
To have our own Rotary International President Ian 
Riseley there to make the presentation made the day  
even more special. 
 
The Royce Abbey Award is presented to individual Rotarians in recognition of their enthusiasm and commitment to 
Rotary. 
 
http://royceabbey.com 
 
 
 

 
 

Royce Abbey Award 

[9C¢Υ /ƛƴŘȅ !ōōŜȅΣ wLt Lŀƴ wƛǎŜƭŜȅΣ 5ŀǾƛŘ !ōōŜȅΣ 

WǳƭƛŜǘ wƛǎŜƭŜȅΣ WŜŀƴ !ōōŜȅΦ 

 

.9[h²Υ  5ŀǾƛŘ !ōōŜȅ ŘƛǎǇƭŀȅǎ ǘƘŜ !ǿŀǊŘ  

ŀƭƻƴƎǎƛŘŜ wLt Lŀƴ wƛǎŜƭŜȅΣ ǿƛǘƘ WŜŀƴ !ōōŜȅΣ  

/ƛƴŘȅ !ōōŜȅΣ ŀƴŘ ±ƛŎǘƻǊƛŀƴ 5ƛǎǘǊƛŎǘ DƻǾŜǊƴƻǊǎΦ 

[9C¢Υ 5ŀǾƛŘ !ōōŜȅ ǿƛǘƘ wƻƎŜǊ 

[Ŝŀǎƪ 

wLDI¢Υ wLt Lŀƴ wƛǎŜƭŜȅ ǿƛǘƘ 

Wƻŀƴ ŀƴŘ 5ŀǾƛŘ !ōōŜȅ 

http://royceabbey.com/


 

  

Barry Rassin, of the Rotary Club of East Nassau, New Providence, Bahamas, is 
the selection of the Nominating Committee for President of Rotary International 
for 2018-19. He will be declared the president-elect on 1 September if no  
challenging candidates have been suggested. 
 
As president, Rassin aims to strengthen our public image and our use of digital 
tools to maximize Rotaryôs reach.  ñThose who know what good Rotary clubs do 
will want to be a part of it, and we must find new models for  membership that 
allow all interested in our mission to participate,ò he says.  
ñWith Rotary more in the public eye, we will attract more individuals who want to 
be part of and support a membership organization that accomplishes so much 
good around the world.ò 
 
Rassin earned an MBA in health and hospital administration from the University 
of Florida and is the first fellow of the American College of Healthcare Executives in the Bahamas.  
He recently retired after 37 years as president of Doctors Hospital Health System, where he continues to serve as an 
adviser. He is a lifetime member of the American Hospital Association and has served on several boards, including 
the Quality Council of the Bahamas, Health Education Council, and Employerôs Confederation. 
 
A Rotarian since 1980, Rassin has served Rotary as director and is vice chair of The Rotary Foundation Board of 
Trustees. He was an RI training leader and the aide to 2015-16 RI President K.R. Ravindran. 
 
Rassin received Rotary's highest honor, the Service Above Self Award, as well as other humanitarian awards for his 
work leading Rotaryôs relief efforts in Haiti after the 2010 earthquake there. He and his wife, Esther, are Major Do-
nors and Benefactors of The Rotary Foundation. 
 
Rassinôs nomination follows Sam F. Oworiôs death in July, just two weeks into his term as Rotary International  
president-elect. 
 
The members of the 2017-18 Nominating Committee for President of Rotary International are  
Anne L. Matthews (chair), Rotary Club of Columbia East, South Carolina, USA; Ann-Britt Åsebol, Rotary Club of  
Falun-Kopparvågen, Sweden; Örsçelik Balkan, Rotary Club of Istanbul-Karaköy, Turkey; James Anthony Black,  
Rotary Club of Dunoon, Argyll, Scotland; John T. Blount, Rotary Club of Sebastopol, California, USA;  
Frank N. Goldberg, Rotary Club of Omaha-Suburban, Nebraska, USA; Antonio Hallage, Rotary Club of Curitiba-
Leste, Paraná, Brazil; Jackson S.L. Hsieh, Rotary Club of Taipei Sunrise, Taiwan; Holger Knaack, Rotary Club of 
Herzogtum Lauenburg-Mölln, Germany; Masahiro Kuroda, Rotary Club of Hachinohe South, Aomori, Japan;  
Larry A. Lunsford, Rotary Club of Kansas City-Plaza, Missouri, USA; P.T. Prabhakar, Rotary Club of Madras Central, 
Tamil Nadu, India; M.K. Panduranga Setty, Rotary Club of Bangalore, Karnataka, India; Andy Smallwood, Rotary 
Club of Gulfway-Hobby Airport (Houston), Texas, USA; Norbert Turco, Rotary Club of Ajaccio, Corse, France;  
Yoshimasa Watanabe, Rotary Club of Kojima, Okayama, Japan; and Sangkoo Yun, Rotary Club of Sae Hanyang, 
Seoul, Korea. 
 

 
 
 

Rotary International announces new President Elect 

https://www.rotary.org/de/rotary-remembers-sam-owori


 

  

 

 

 

 

Our Foundation at Work 

2016-2017 was another outstanding year in District 9800 for The Rotary Foundation.  In this centennial year,  
contributions to our Foundation has been a record amount.  Clubs were also engaged and sought many grants to 
support their international and local projects.  Here are a few of the Projects supported by Foundation 

 

ROTARY CLUB OF BRIMBANK CENTRAL. 
Literacy is one of the Rotary Foundationôs key focus areas and the purpose of this project is to provide much  

needed school and teacher supplies to over 1800 students and teachers at 6 schools.   

$6,575 together with a District Foundation International Grant of $3,300 to the Philippines and the local Rotary 
Club have been very busy making the purchases and then sorting and packing them for distribution. This is  
certainly one of the most successful international projects done by RC Brimbank Central for quite a while and one 
that is going to have a huge impact on the local children and their education.  

 

ROTARY CLUB OF BRIGHTON 
Thanks to the generous donations from Brighton and Balwyn Rotary clubs and the kind donors who donated to 
Sustainable Communities Cambodiaôs crowd funding campaign, Brighton Rotary in partnership with Rotary Sangke  
Battambang (Cambodia), have secured a Global Grant to the value of $US99,000 from Rotary Foundation.  The 
contribution for Foundation was $US40,000.   The Project will clear a heavily silted dam to make a viable water  
storage for fish, agricultural use and as a source of potable water; provide basic literacy and numeracy skills to the 

villagers.  Also funding will be provided for sustainable farming of crops as well as pigs and cattle 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
ROTARY CLUB OF KYNETON 
Together with a District International Grant funded the printing of a school picture 
book titled ñTimor Sparrowò in the local language ñTetumò to be distributed to every 
primary school in Timor Leste 
 
 
Is your Club interested in details about applying for a Foundation Grant for  
local community or international projects?  Details on how to apply for a  

Foundation Grant may be obtained from http://www.district9800foundation.org/ 

 

 

Dam being cleared of silt and 

water filters previously made by 

the community  

Mark Stephens 

Foundation Grants Chair 

http://www.district9800foundation.org/


 

  

The Monash Medal is awarded annually by the Rotary Club of Melbourne to an outstanding Australian who has 
made a significant contribution to the Australian community (and beyond).   The criteria are Leadership, Integrity 
and Service - values high on General Sir John Monash's agenda and key values of Rotary.   
 
The 2017 winner is Professor Geoffrey Blainey AC, who is one of Australia's most significant and popular  
historians. He has written forty books including The Tyranny of Distance and the bestselling A Short History of the 
World.  
 
 He is listed by the National Trust as a 'Living Treasure'.   Geoffrey was educated at Ballarat High School, Wesley 
College and Melbourne University.  He worked as a freelance historical author and accepted a position at  the 
University of Melbourne holding various positions including Professor of Economic History (1968-77);  and  
occupied the Ernest Scott Chair of History at Melbourne University.  
 
Geoffrey Blainey also held the chair of Australian studies at Harvard University.  In 1993, he was appointed the 
foundation Chancellor of the University of Ballarat (UB) until 1998.  
 
As an Australian historian, academic and Philanthropist, Geoffrey has been a chairman or member of a wide range 
of Australian Government and other institutional councils including the Australia Council, Australia-China Council 
and the Australian War Memorial.  He also chaired the National Council for the Centenary of Federation.  He 
serves on Boards of philanthropic bodies including the Ian Potter Foundation and the Deafness Foundation Trust.  
 
In 2000, Geoffrey was awarded the Companion of the Order of Australia for service to academia, research and 
scholarship, and as a leader of public debate at the forefront of fundamental social and economic issues  
confronting the wider community.   Geoffrey will be an excellent recipient of the Monash Medal. 
 
Professor Blaineyôs oration was a joy to listen too.  He spoke for over half an hour without notes, referring to  
several events in Sir John Monashôs life which had contributed to his renown as a soldier.  Having Michael Bennett, 
Sir John Monashôs great grandson in the audience added an extra sense of occasion as did the presence of  

District Governor Peter and PDGs Murray Verso and Ian Knight. 

    

 The Monash MedalðRotary Club of Melbourne 
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Peter Greaney, Peace Scholar in Thailand 

We have now completed 8 weeks of the twelve week program and I must say the time has 
moved quickly.  For the past two weeks we have been studying Conflict Transformation and 
Building Sustainable Peace'.    
 
During this time we have been working on constructing workable peace and post conflict  
reconstruction processes.  We also explored International and Humanitarian Law and its  
application to sustainable peace.  
 
A case study on the current conflict situation in Yemen, which is multilayered and complex,  
reinforced with me the need for some substantial international intervention to alleviate the  
suffering of millions of people around the world not only in Yemen. 
 
Our second field trip in a couple of weeks is to Cambodia. To prepare for 
the trip I just  finished reading a book 'I survived the Killing Fields'.   
 
The book is about the life story of a Cambodian refugee Seng (Sam) Kok 
Ung and the  plight of his family under the Khmer Rouge.   
Sam Ung eventually resettled in the United States of America and is  
a successful restauranteur in Seattle.  Before this, he and his family  
suffered much hardship in their native country and a number of refugee 
camps.   
 
 In the book's Epilogue he states: 
"In the end, I can say I am not a perfect human being.   
None of us are.  However, I just try to do the best I can with what I know.   
We need to care for each other; we need to look after our neighbours and friends and develop the 
bond of community so that, in the end, we do what we can to make the world a better place for all 
of us".  
 
 Some great advice for us all with all the conflict occurring in the world today. 

  
 
Peter Greaney 
Chulalongkorn 
 

https://www.google.com.au/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=imgres&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=&url=https%3A%2F%2Fbooks.google.com%2Fbooks%2Fabout%2FI_Survived_the_Killing_Fields.html%3Fid%3DvSFfDQAAQBAJ%26source%3Dkp_cover&psig=AFQjCNHnKl6IX_2PQ-8tAPkJQH7ZOHnP


 

  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

Peter, pictured, centre, with Denis Nushi on the right from Switzerland.  Denis worked with the UNDP in Kosovo prior to the pro-
gram.  On my left is Claudel Nkunda from the Democratic Republic of Congo. Claudel coordinates youth programs in Congo. 

You are probably wondering about the iron that Claudel is holding.  It is a hand me down from the last class. 

aƻŎƪ ǘǊƛŀƭǎτLƴǘŜǊƴŀǝƻƴŀƭ /ƻǳǊǘ ƻŦ WǳǎǝŎŜ 

hǊƛŜƴǘŀǝƻƴ 5ŀȅτtŜǘŜǊ ƛǎ ǎŜŎƻƴŘ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ ƭŜƊΦ 



 

  

Just over a year ago I entered the airport in Melbourne to begin my own, great adventure. I was very nervous and 
scared but also filled with enthusiasm and excitement, curious about what was waiting down under for me to 
embrace. Though thinking back now, I believe that my experience already began when I filled out my application, 
arranged a visa and walked through that gate in Stockholm.   
 
My name is Tyra Malmström and I was a Rotary Exchange Student in District 9800, 
hosted by the Rotary Club of Footscray 2016/2017. I come from a small country town 
in Sweden that I adore but leaving Australia just over three weeks ago was like 
leaving home.  
 
Going away on exchange is not easy and I had my ups and down, it went back and 
forth. However, with all the help I got from rotarians, my families and school friends, 
the year ended up being more than fantastic and the parts I found more challenging 
are the parts I learnt the most from. I will give you an example to begin with and it 
includes the senior school involvement during a year abroad. Personally I find that 
the connections  
I made in school are the proof that I made it in the end. This is because  I found 
school hard in the beginning, mostly regarding finding friends and  I didn't really recognise myself because it felt 
like I lost what I used to be during my trip across the world. Therefore, now having very close friends and a lot of 
fun in school, proves to me that what I thought was impossible in August last year, actually wasnôt.  

 
This new social network is the outcome that I probably value 
the most and with all my new friends and family, I felt very 
rich being back in Sweden. My three Australian families are 
all òhomeò to me and they are all amazing in different ways.  
 
Before I came to Australia, I was afraid of the concept of 
moving around, I was afraid of never feeling at home during 
a whole year. However, today I say the opposite.  
 
This concept gave me three Australian families instead of 
one and that feeling is very special and I love it! As I said, my 
three families were very different but as good - I went from 
being the only child together with the cat in my first family, to 

having three younger brothers, a lizard, a rabbit, a dog and a couple of chickens and then to being the youngest 
in a house full of working or studying adults.  
They were all very giving and I will be forever be 
grateful for everything they all did for me.  
 
 
The District also helped us exchange students 
create strong bonds with each other through 
arranging camps, inviting us to the District 
Conference and offering us a Safari trip around 
Australia. We all shared the rare experience of an 
exchange and I believe that the understanding of 
each others situations is what makes us so close. 
 I can now say that I know and want to visit people 
in the USA, Brazil, Japan and all over Europe.  

Tyraôs Testimony to Youth Exchange 



 

  

The Rotary Club of Footscray was a stable and continuous part of my time in  
Australia and being with the club every week was an honour and something that 
 I already miss a lot. I barely knew what Rotary actually does before I went on 
 exchange, but I can now say that I am amazed by all the great and selfless work 
you do and I hope that I can be a part of it in the future. I have already joined  
ROTEX in Sweden and hope to be able to help and not be the one being helped by 
you all.  
 
To continue, I thought about the fact that others do say that they see a change in 
my personality and I believe that I feel it as well, but it is hard to put words to it. 
When I left Sweden and what was my safety, my confidence decreased and it took 
some time to find it again. During this period of finding my way back, I also believe 
that my confidence grew even stronger, jumped to a higher level. However, this 
doesn't mean that I lacked confidence before Australia ï it just proves that ex-
change is very challenging and that it makes us even stronger and better versions of ourselves. 
 
Another thing I picked up was the importance in being able to adapt and adjust your habits. I must say that I see 
some kind of thrill in change and I often try my best to stay calm in new situations. Small things like a kiss on the 
cheek instead of a handshake or a ôHi how are you?ô when you walk in to a shop were new to me, but rather easy to 
adapt to.  
 
Back in Australia I certainly went through changes a bit 
more challenging, but I have now seen the beauty in it and  
 realise how much I have learned from it. An example from 
my experience is how I went from a small town with 
10,000 inhabitants to Melbourne, a big and vivid city. I 
found it hard to adjust to accepting that someone  always 
saw you when you walked outside and I also had trouble 
finding fun ways to catch up with friends.  Back home I 
would go for a ride with the horses or go for walks along 
the fields. Moreover, a year later, now  being home, I feel 
how I already start to seek change in my everyday life - it 
will be too boring otherwise.  
 
People ask me often what I want to do in the future and I must say that I am still finding out myself - I pretty much 
have no clue. Although saying that, my exchange has been a great eye opener and it has given me some new ideas. 
I want to work with something that will offer me the chance to meet a lot of new, interesting people who can teach me 
what they already know and who I can teach as well. Furthermore,  I want that international way of working, mostly 
because of the English I now know and love to use. I must say that the fact that I both know English and speak with a 
real accent makes be so happy and kind of proud. With Rotaryôs will of doing good,  I also now find it very rewarding 
to help others and I want to make a difference somehow.  
 
I have realized that a year goes by way too fast and I would so much like to do it all over again if I could. My year 
wouldn't have been possible at a different time in my life and I am therefore so grateful for the fact that this District 
took the chance on me when I needed it the most. The places I have seen, the people I have met, situations I have 
faced and therefore the knowledge I have been collecting is unique. This District, District 9800, has done something 
for me that no one will ever be able to give to me again and I will forever be this better version of myself, only be-
cause of all of you.  
 
Thank you 
                      Tyra   
 
 



 

  

Itôs been a busy couple of months for members of the Youth Exchange Committee with the departure of last yearôs 
northern hemisphere Youth Exchange students and the arrival of this yearôs northern hemisphere Youth Exchange 
students. 
 

Clubs in District 9800 are hosting a total of ten Youth Exchange students this year including the two Brazilian  
students who arrived in early February. Thank you to all the clubs which are hosting, co-hosting or assisting in  
hosting this year and to the many Rotarians and non Rotarians who are host families for our inbound students. 
 

Our inbound students this year are: 
Aaron Wittmann - Rotary Club of Glen Eira 
Ana Medel - Rotary Clubs of Flemington, Footscray and Melbourne 
Andrea Fredskild - Rotary Clubs of Laverton Point Cook and Werribee 
Anna Gadd - Rotary Club of Footscray 
Flavia Minikus - Rotary Clubs of Central Melbourne and Melbourne 
Laura Zeuner - Rotary Club of Bendigo 
Lian-Kai (Ken) Lin - Rotary Club of Bacchus Marsh 
Matilda Fors - Rotary Clubs of Bacchus Marsh, West Footscray and Wyndham 
Perola Melo - Rotary Club of Malvern 
Victor Saelens ï Rotary Clubs of Bendigo South and Eaglehawk. 
 
We wish all our inbounds a very happy and enjoyable exchange year in District 9800. 
 

Gabrielle Morgan 
Rotary District 9800 Youth Exchange Chair 2016-18 

Youth Exchange update 

 

At this  

weekendõs 

Youth  

Exchange Ori-

entation Camp 

at Axedale 

 

 

Welcoming: Laura Zeuner with RC Bendigo President  Valerie Broad::      

Anna Gaad is welcomed by current student Ana Medel from RC Footscray,   

Matlda Fors is welcomed by Youth Exchange Chair Gabrielle Morgan and Denis OôBrien from RC West Footscray 



 

  

 

 

 

 

The 2017 Rotary Youth Leadership Award (RYLA) Camp will be held Sunday,  
3rd December - Saturday, 9th December a week later than usual.     
For those who may not know about RYLA, it is a week long, residential, personal 
development program for young people aged 18-25, which focuses on self,  
leadership and community. This year's program will again run at The Oasis  
Centre in Mt Evelyn and nominations will be required by early-mid November. 
 
I have attached both the flyer for Rotary Clubs (which we provided at district 
assembly) and the flyer for participants to this email, which provide all of the 
details about RYLA, and this is all available on our refreshed website 
(www.ryla9800.org.au) or our Facebook site (www.facebook.com/ryla9800/) as well.  
Download flyers 
 
Below are a few short questions that I ask you to complete and return at your earliest convenience to help us in the 
planning of 2017 RYLA. 
 
1.   Are you the contact person at your club for RYLA? If not can you please provide us with the name and contact  
       details for who is? 
2.   Does your club intend to nominate a candidate for the 2017 RYLA Camp? 
3.    If yes, how many candidates are you looking to sponsor and would you be interested in accepting a  
      "Pool Candidate"? 
4.   Would you like to have a past RYLArian and/or someone from the RYLA Committee come and speak at one  
     of your club meetings? 
 
We believe RYLA is one of the great youth programs within Rotary, however, to be successful we need the help of  
all clubs, as identifying participants is challenging for some clubs. If you are lucky enough to find more candidates 
than your own club is planning to sponsor, please encourage them to submit an application as well, indicating that 
they do not have a sponsor club and we are happy to match them with clubs looking for a "Pool Candidate". 
 
The total cost for the 7 day residential RYLA program is $810 per participant; this cost includes food and  
accommodation, and an outstanding week-long program that provides young people with the opportunity to learn 
from professional expert speakers. 
 
There is also the Rotary Dinner on Thursday 7 December 2017, which is an opportunity for Rotarians to interact  
with participants and see first-hand the impact RYLA makes to the lives of young people, hosted by our host club 
 the Rotary Club of Camberwell. 
 
I look forward to receiving a reply at your earliest convenience and if you have any further questions or would like  
to discuss our RYLA program then you can ring me on 0404029165 or email me at anneanded@iinet.net.au  
I am away the next couple of weeks and may not be in mobile range so Stuart Cardell can also be contacted  
M 0412448420 E Stuart.Cardell@rotary.to 
 
Anne Brown 
District 9800 RYLA Committee Chair 
Email: anneanded@iinet.net.au 
 

 

  

RYLA Camp 2017 

http://rotarydistrict9800.com.au/click.php?id=6458451&em=Lillico2009@gmail.com&url=http://www.ryla9800.org.au
http://rotarydistrict9800.com.au/click.php?id=6458451&em=Lillico2009@gmail.com&url=https://www.facebook.com/ryla9800/
http://rotarydistrict9800.com.au/images/DistrictSecretary/RYLA_Info_Flyers_2017-Participant_and_Rotary_Club_Flyers.pdf
mailto:anneanded@iinet.net.au
mailto:Stuart.Cardell@rotary.to
mailto:anneanded@iinet.net.au


 

  

On a very special day for the Rotary Club of Melbourne, a particularly special member was 
inducted.  Ken Woollard is the father of Stephanie Woollard, ex Rotary Peace Fellow of 
Seven Women fame. and member of the Rotary Club of Melbourne 

After attending the District Conference in Shepparton earlier this year, he was so  
impressed with the many Rotarans he met, and already knowing of the marvellous work of 
Rotary through Stephanieôs project, decided to consider membership. 

He accompanied Stephanie to some events, and attended meetings with RC Melbourne, 
and on August 9th, the same day as the Monash Medal was presented to Prof. Geoffrey 
Blainey, Ken Woollard became a Rotarian.  Ken is an engineer by profession. 
 
In attendance to witness this induction were District Governor Peter Frueh, and Past Dis-
trict Governors Murray Verso and Ian Knight. 

For RC Melbourne, this is the 3rd instance of a Father-Daughter membership. 

Welcome Ken and Norah 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Welcome Ken WoollardðRotarian 
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When Doug Killeen, Norman Mollica and Maurice Mollica each joined Rotary over 45 
years ago women were not even permitted to be Rotarians. They would never have 
imagined how far Rotary would change to this day when recently each was at the Ro-
tary Club of Essendon to celebrate their daughters and niece being inducted as Presi-
dent and Vice President!  
 
Jenny Foster, daughter of PP Doug, was inducted as the 83rd President and PP Lisa 
Lowcock, daughter of Norm and niece of PP Maurice, was inducted as the Vice Presi-
dent at the Rotary Club of Essendonôs changeover meeting on July 4th 2017.  
 
Both have grown up with the marvellous examples of their fathers and uncle actively 
demonstrating Service Above Self by their lifelong commitment to Rotary. And each 
found themselves marrying likeminded Rotary affiliated men one of whom was a Rota-
ry exchange student and the other a Rotaractor like herself. If we dare to add up our 
combined years of service through Rotary we easily reach over 200 years!  
 
Jenny and Lisa remember fondly going to Rotary meetings as young girls and hearing 
too many ñDad jokesò, but also being influenced by great men doing great things in 
their local and international communities.  
 
It is no surprise then that they both found that when it came to their time to commit to 
ñMaking a Differenceò as our current RI President Ian Riseley suggests, that Rotary 
was the way to do it. After all, itôs all in the family.  And what a great family Rotary is.  
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Family of Rotary at RC Essendon 



 

  

 

Rotary Club of Brighton welcomes former Brighton Beach Rotarians 


